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fame: Nottinghamshire Children & Families Mediation Service

INFORMATION NEEDED TO ASSESS ELIGIBILITY FOR LEGAL AID

What to bring with you to your

Mediation Information and Assessment Meeting

During your meeting you will be assessed to see if you are eligible for free mediation or if you will need to pay.

You must bring evidence of your income and outgoings to your information meeting. 

If you are living with a partner you will need to bring evidence of their income and outgoings also.

Mediation may be delayed if the information has not been received. 

All Clients

All clients must provide their National Insurance Number

Receiving Welfare Benefits

If you receive any of the following benefits mediation will be free providing you bring appropriate evidence

 (Current notification letter and bank statement – your signing on card is NOT sufficient).

· Income Support

· Pension Credit

· Income based Job Seeker’s Allowance

· Income related Employment and Support Allowance

Employed, Self Employed, Retired

You may still be entitled to free or reduced cost mediation if you have a low income or low level disposable income. Your mediator will be able to advise you.  Please bring the following information as appropriate.

· Employed - Recent payslips (last three months)

· Self employed -Bank statements or working accounts showing drawings, most recent P60 or set of accounts.

· Information about other income (child benefit, child tax credit, working tax credit, pensions, dividends).

· Details of your rent or mortgage payments

· Child care expenses

· Details of savings or investments.

· A recent bank statement

If you do not provide evidence of eligibility for Legal Aid or you are assessed as not being eligible you will be expected to pay at the time of your meeting.  If you subsequently provide the evidence (or your ex partner is assessed as eligible for legal aid) your fee will be refunded.
